Study on The Song of Songs

The Mating in Elevated Love
Song of Songs 1:1-2:17


By KC Ung

Study 1 
Introduction
· The Song of Songs which is Solomon’s (first two words in the Hebrew text)
is = about?
· This Song is The Expression of Elevated and Excellent Love. It is also called "Canticles" (Vulgate).

· Perhaps the most Exactingly mysterious book in the Entire Bible, but its study is Fantastic as it is Fascinating.

· No God/Yahweh Cited, but the Character of God fully Detected. 

· No Quote in the New Testament, but the Quickening of the N. T. Theme of Love Dominated.

(I) The Approach to the Song of Songs

S of S 1:1

A. Allusions to a Literary drama or an Anthology of Lyric pastoral love poetry? 




1.
A Courtly drama with two or three main characters




2.   
A Collection of wedding songs or pagan fertility liturgies.




3.
A Compilation of disconnected songs extolling human love.

B. Allegory of a Figurative Revelation?
1.
Revealing God’s Elevated Love for Israel, the Wife of the Lord.
2. Reminding of Christ’s Eternal Love for the Church, His Bride.
Or An Extended Type?
3.
Referring to Solomon as Envisioning Christ, and the Bride, Church.

C. Actual Narrative of a Royal Relationship?
 1.
Relating Solomon’s Explicit Love for a Shulammite Lass


 2.
Relating Solomon’s Efforts in Luring a Spouse from her Lover

D. An Accentuated Encouragement to true love and purity within the bonds of Marriage?

(II). The Authorship of the Song Of Songs.

A. The Song Ascribes Authorship to Solomon.
1:1
is (= about?) Solomon’s
1. He is referred to by his Personal name (Solomon).
1:1, 5; 3:7, 9, 11; 8:11, 12

2. He is referred to as Potentate (King).
1:4, 12; 3:9, 11; 7:5

3. He has kingly Possessions - an expensive Carriage and royal Chariots.
3:7-10; 6:12, NIV

B. The Song Alludes to Aspects of Nature consistent with Solomon’s love for it.

Cf. I Kgs. 4:33

Song of Songs is rich with reference to the Flora and Fauna of Nature, etc.

C. The Song Answers to the Allegation of Solomon’s Polygamy ruling him out as Author.
Cf. I Kgs. 11:3

The “Beloved” in the Song could be his first Bride, before he fell into the Pit of Polygamy.


It could be that when he was Young and Youthful he wrote The Song of Songs.


When he Matured in wisdom in his Middle years, he wrote Proverbs.

Finally, having tried all things on earth under heaven, he summarised his Experiences in Ecclesiastes 

and concluded Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.

Eccl. 1:2

(III). The Analogy of The Song of Songs.

A. Its Singularity and Unity – A great LOVE poem with unity and logical progression.


1. Same characters are seen throughout the book.
See IV. A

2. Similar expressions and figures are used throughout the book.
1:2, 4:10; 1:3, 12; 3:6, 4:10
3. Subject matter is progressive. 
See IV. B

B. Its Superiority
- the Song of songs, i.e. the best of all Solomon’s 1005 songs.

I Kgs. 4:32
1. The Elevation of Love in all its Purity 
vs. the Eroticism of Lust in all its Perversions.

2. The Elevated Sanctity of Sex 
vs. the Exploitation of Self-gratifying Sensualities. 

3. The Expressions of a Commitment to Marriage vs. the Experiencing of Casual Moments outside Marriage

(IV). The Analysis of the Song of Songs


A. The Dialogues:
The Dilemma of having to Decide on the Divisions of the Dialogues, e.g. …

Various versions attribute the speeches to different speakers:, e.g.  Scofield

NIV
1. The Shulammite/Beloved
1:2a, 4a, 4c, 5-7
1:2-4a, b, d, 5-7
2. The Sisters/Daughters of Jerusalem/Friends
1:2b, 3, 4b, 4d, 11
1:4c, 8; 8:5
3. The Shepherd or Solomon/Lover
1:8, 9, 10
1:9-11
4. The Shulammite’s brothers.
8:5
B. The Divisions:

1. 1:1
- Monogram (Title): It is the best Elevated (heightened) of 1005 Songs of Solomon. I Kgs. 1:21

2. 1:2-3:5
- Mating (the Meetings of Man and Woman in Courtship)

3. 3:6-5:1
- Marriage.

4. 5:2-8:14
- Maturation (of the Marriage)

(V). The Anecdote and Applications of the Song of Songs.

I. The Mating in Elevated Love or the Meetings in Courtship

1:2--3:5

A. The Longings of Elevated Love.


1:2-2:7


1. The Definition of Love 

it is better than wine.
1:2b, 4
a. Physical Longing is based on Love.
Kiss me with kisses…thy love
1:2b

b. Sexual Limitations exercised by the Lovers. 
How right they are to adore you!
1:4d, NIV
2. The Deference of a Name.


1:3 

a. His Perfumes were ointment Poured forth.  
The savour of thy good ointments
1:3a cf. Jn. 12:3
b. His Prestige was Perfumed and fragrant.
thy name is ointment poured forth
1:3b

c. His Reputation was Recognised.

Therefore do the virgins love thee
1:3c
3. The Desire of the Beloved.

Draw me after thee.
1:4a




Let the king bring me into his chambers 

1:4b, NIV
4. The Daughters’ Approval.

we will be glad and rejoice in thee    

1:4c

Female wedding guests/Ladies/Concubines of the royal court/Female inhabitants of J.?

1:5; 3:10; 5:8, 16
5. The Admissions of Insecurities.


1:5a-7
a. Her Self-Consciousness.

look not upon me because I am black
1:5, 6

i. Her Skin was Sun-tanned.

I am black… as the tents… the curtains.

ii. Her brothers Forced her to work in their Fields…. they made me the keeper of the vineyards.

iii. Her own Needs were Neglected.
mine own vineyard have I not kept.
b. Her Comeliness.

but comely
1:5, KJV





black and beautiful (NRSV); Dark am I, yet lovely (NIV)

c. Her longing for Companionship.

Why should I be like a veiled woman…?
1:7, Gen. 38:14f

i. Her Quest - Tell me… where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon.

ii. Her Question - Why should I be like a veiled woman beside the flocks of your friends?
NIV
6. The Assurance of Intimacies.

I have compared thee, O my love, to …
1:8-11
a. A Darling Tease by Solomon or a Disdainful Taunt by the daughters?
1:8 cf. v.9, NIV

b. She is a Mare among Male stallions harnessed to one of Pharaoh’s chariots.
1:9, NIV

c. She is Comely beyond Compare – Beautiful and Bedecked with jewellery.
1:10 cp. Eze. 16:11-13

d. The Daughters Decide to add to her ornamental beauty.
1:11

7. The Appreciation of each other.

1:12-2:7
The king is Seated at the table; she Sends forth the fragrance of her perfume.
1:12 cf. 1:3; Jn. 12:3

a. He is a Sachet of Sweet-Smelling myrrh and white Blooming Blossoms of Engedi. 
1:13. 14

b. She has the dove’s tranquility; he, a charming personality in their first romantic locality. 1:15-17

c. She is just a Common Crocus and a lily in the meadow of Sharon.
2:1 Cf. Isa. 35:1, NIV

d. But to him, she is a lily among thorns and a beauty among daughters.
2:2

e. And he to her? The (rare) apple tree in the forest, her beloved among sons.
2:3a

8. The Acts of Love – treat her Preciously.


2:3b-6

a. He is the apple tree providing Shade (shadow) and Refuge.
2:3b

b. His fruit is Sweet to the taste endearing an intimate Relationship.
2:3c

c. He is proud to Show her off at the banqueting house with her Relishing under his banner.
2:4

d. She is Sick with love, and she needs food to Refresh her.
2:5

e. She is Sick with love, and she Requests for some real love to be shown.
2:6 O that his… NRSV

9. The Advice of Love – be Patient - stir not up nor awake love till it please. 
2:7, NRSV cf. 3:5; 8:4

She is Reminded – Swear by the agile and graceful gazelles (hinds) and 

does (roes) that you do not hurry into the act of love until it is (and you are) ready.

B. The Living out of Elevated Love


2:8-17 


1. Seeking the Spouse in her residence.
2:8, 9

a. The Lover comes with the Grace of a Gazelle and the Strength of a Stag.

b. He stops short of the Wall and gazes through the Windows.

2. Serenading his Sweetheart beneath her chamber window.
2:10-13

a. Come away, come with me – Love is in the air, it is just the beginning.
2:10, 13

b. Spring is come, winter is past, the rains are gone and flowers re blooming.
2:11, 12a

c. The season of singing is come, and the doves are coining.

d. The figs are bringing forth their firstfruits, and the blooming vines their fragrance are sending out.

3. Sweetheart plays hard to Seek.
2:14

Love seeks and Love Longs to be alone and with each other.

4. Some problems may arise to Spoil the bliss.
 the little foxes
2:15

a. But when Love is just blooming, it is tender.

b. Beware of the foxes, they may be little, they have the ability to spoil love. What can the foxes be?
5. Strength of commitment Secures the ties, each is ever Reminded of Restraints
2:16 Cf. 4:5, 6

a. He is committed to her – My beloved is mine, 

b. She is committed to him – and I am his: he feedeth

c. She can trust him – he pastures his flock among the lilies (NRSV)
d. She longs to be intimate with him yet is ever Reminded of Restraints.
6. Separation (Bether) will soon be overcome by her Speedy Spouse.
2:17

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, 

and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.

Conclusion: 

Pure Elevated, Enhanced and Enriched Love is patient (NIV)…doth not behave itself unseemly (KJV)…does not insist on its own way … it does not rejoice in wrong doing …it bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things (NRSV)
I Cor. 13:4-7
